
The 337
th

 Meeting of the Scarth Memorial Hall Association  

Held on Friday 18
th

 November 2016 
 

Members   
Present:    Mike Wylie, Morris Race, Ed Chicken, Trudie Race, Susan Stamp, Karen 

Liddell, Lesley Wright, Val Cambridge, Ken Steventon, Sheila Wylie, 

Susanne Hawksby, Lynda Currie, Ray Hewitson, Shelagh Stewart, Wendi 

Blair & Wendy Wood. 
 

Apologies:   Beccy Stamp, Hylene Bowman, Jean Cashman & Peter Barr 
 

1. Minutes of the 336
th

 Meeting were read and agreed as a true record. 
 

2. Matter arising: None 
 

3. Report from project management group. 
 

The PMG (Project Management Group) meets every Wednesday. There are six 

members plus the part time project manager Teresa Driscol at the moment but anyone 

who feels they have useful skills is welcome to join.  

Ed as chair of the PMG gave a PowerPoint presentation on the projector screen of 

where we are at the moment. He commented on the opening event and everyone 

agreed that it had been a great success. He pointed out that snagging issues were still 

being looked at and there was a meeting planned for Monday with our architect Lee. 

He asked the user groups to live with any issues for a while before deciding that 

change was needed. There is a rolling list of snags/problems and anyone can add to it. 

It will then be considered by the PMG. Already the stage drawer handles have been 

replaced, the threshold to the fire exit etc. Work is planned with regard to the marking 

of walls by chairs. 
The main issues for the future were around the capacity of volunteers and so ways 

were needed to increase that capacity by increasing volunteer numbers, and reducing 

their workload. There is a responsibility on all committee members to address this 

risk. 
Getting the management of the hall more efficient to deal with more bookings and 

demands was part of the ‘building capability’ work that was underway. A report 

would be generated from this and this should be the main issue of the PMG report in 

January. 
Phase 2 of the lottery grant is not about the building but about the activities within it 

and how they improve the lives of people locally in reducing social isolation, 

improving health and well being and economic activity. The lottery requires reports 

on progress and so the PMG will continue to operate to manage this. 
Ed has been contacted by County Durham Foundation (who granted £2300 for the 

outside lighting) who require a final report. He really needs people to email him with 

favourable comments about the lights. If a final report is not produced we cannot ask 

the Foundation for further funding. The Foundation administer grants on behalf of 

others - so this one was from Northumbria Water - this is therefore very important.  
 

4. Hall Policies 
 

a) Consumption of alcohol not purchased on the premises. 



A general discussion took place on how we come to a final decision on this subject 

as it has been approached several times in the past. Morris asked for someone to 

make a proposal which could be voted on. Val proposed and Susan seconded that 

we keep things as they are. The full proposal is:- 
“There is the option to hire the hall with the use of the bar facilities which will 

prohibit hirers and users from bringing their own alcohol onto the premises. The 

hire charge will reflect the cost of paying for bar staff. 
Or the hall can be hired without the use of the bar but the hirer must ensure that all 

waste, cans, bottles etc. are removed and the hall must be left in the same condition 

it was found or any deposit will be forfeited.” 
 

A vote was taken and the proposal was passed by the majority of the members 

present. 
 
 

b) Use of E cigarettes in the hall. 

Another discussion took place on this subject. It was felt by a lot of members 

present that there was not enough information on the use of E cigarettes. 
A proposal was made that E cigarettes were not to be used in the hall. 
 
A vote was taken and the proposal was passed by the majority of the members 

present. 
 

c) Setting up by user groups where practicable. 

After a great deal of discussion a decision was made that we would instead ask all 

the user groups if they would consider how they could to do this. It was accepted 

that some groups needed no setting up (e.g. yoga), some already set up themselves, 

and some were felt not to be able to do so. Val said she would put this to the WI 

and Ed said he would contact the lunch club. The art class and mother & toddler 

group said they would agree to setup and take down themselves.   
 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  
 

Natwest Bonus  Saver Account - Savings £22,859.94 

  

Natwest Current Account £2,066.01 

Total £24,925.95 

  

Hire of Hall money to come in/bank £140.40 

Hire of Hall money for October to come from Lottery £690.20 

Projected Balance £25,756.55 

  

Petty Cash £10.77 



 

 

BAR ACCOUNT 

Natwest Current Acc.2 £2,677.38 

 
 

6. A.O.B:  
 

a)  A vote of thanks was proposed to Hylene for her excellent work in handling the 

accounts during the project. This was accepted unanimously. 

b) Food hygiene courses have been arranged for Thursday 1
st
 and 8

th
 December. 

Karen is taking names of interested participants. 

c)  It was decided to purchase some government stamped 0.5 litre measures so that 

the quantity dispensed was accurate and legal. 

d) A film show has been arranged for December 28
th

 at a discounted launch rate of £1 

per person. It is hoping to show The BFG but this will be confirmed later. 
 

 

7. Meeting Ended: 20:30 
 

8. Date of Next meeting: Thursday 12
th

 January 2017 @ 7 pm in the Scarth Hall 


