
 

 

Scarth Hall, Staindrop 
A HALL FOR ALL 

TASK GROUP / VOLUNTEER MEETING FRIDAY 17 AUGUST 1.00 pm 

(amended minutes) 
 

Present: Don Surtees, Morris Race, Les Blair, Joanne Howey, Toby Howey, Teresa Driscoll, Sandra 

May, Wendi Blair 
 

Issues Discussion & decision Action 

HALL ADMINISTRATION  

Display 

boards 

Morris asked about a heavy screen/display board in one of the stage 

drawers and wondered what this had been purchased for; has it ever 

been used after the opening launch date? Is it needed? Sandra thought 

that there were other display boards, not just this one 

Trustee 

meeting 

Decorating Morris has had a quote for re-decorating in various areas including 

vestibule and front steps. The Group thought the quote was good value. 

Expenditure Form to Board meeting..? 

Trustee 

meeting 

Funny Way 

to be 

Morris expressed a wish to review the arrangement for Funny Way to Be 

comedy nights at the Hall. Teresa offered to speak to Peter Dixon. 

TD 

COMMUNITY AND ENGAGEMENT 

Family disco 

4 August -  

There was further lengthy discussion about how to try and prevent 

children from coming upstairs during family events (and concerns that 

the stairlift had been at the bottom of the stairs). We will follow the 

steps mentioned at the last Task Group meeting (MC to 

request/announce, using wording to be agreed; large sign at the 

bottom of the stairs) and see how that goes. 

TD (signs 

& suggest 

wording) 

Community 

Café  

There has been further positive feedback about the first session on 13 

August (eg a chance for children to see each other outside term time). 

There’s also a short article in the TM about the Café which their 

reporters picked up (we’ve not yet approached the Press for a full article 

as things are still getting established) 

For 20 August will set out the tables in the main hall as well as a few in 

the Bistro, so that there is a feeling of space, choice of seats etc.  

Help for setting up, serving, bakes etc is all sorted for the next session 

Monday 20th (see rota). Please would all the bakers make a list of all 

ingredients so that we can display these, in case of food allergies – 

many thanks.  

The local Ringtons rep has offered to hand out leaflets on his round – 

Teresa has printed more 

Joanne/vo

lunteers 

Last night of 

the Proms 

Updated rota is online and on the rear noticeboard.  

Beer and 

Music Festival 

It was commented that people would be willing to pay more than £10 

(or £6 for the Friday) to see such a large range of bands. Morris will 

check to see if Mike has already done the tickets. 

Weds 26 Sept – bar will be built 

Thurs 27 Sept – training for bar volunteers 

MR 

 



 

 

Scarth Hall, Staindrop 
A HALL FOR ALL 

 

Music/record 

social night 

Les & Peter 

The first session will be on Wednesday 10 October. The idea is to have the 

sessions every month, but does not have to be on a Wednesday (Teresa will 

check the diary and suggest some dates). Les and Peter will provide records 

for the first session and after that people can bring their own if they wish. 

There will be special wines and whisky. Les to prepare an event poster. 

LB 

PB 

 

Smoking 

Spitfires 

Don kindly drafted info about the band which can be used in advertising. 

The band are well-established and thought to have a good following so the 

Group discussed & researched possible ticket prices and came up with £10. 

Teresa will make tickets and arrange for these to be sold in advance at the 

Post Office and online. Teresa/Les/Morris will complete an Event Form. 

 

Cheese & 

Wine 7 Nov 

This needs to have a different emphasis to the May event – more on the 

wine – Les will ask Majestic if they can help us with a wine tasting. Sandra 

reported 100% positive feedback from attendees at the event although we 

need to ensure enough help with serving the food.  

 

Wind in the 

Willows 17 

Nov 

Joanne suggested having the ‘tuck shop’ for this event – the performance is 

aimed at families and will have an interval, will be ideal 

 

Family night 

21 Dec 

Might look at extending this to Saturday 22nd to encompass a range of 

Christmas activities, presents/gifts via a charity (Sandra reminded of this 

happening in the past), other carols etc.   

Morris asked about a possible No Added Sugar carol concert at the Hall on 

15 December as the date is provisionally booked. Teresa advised that the 

choir are looking at having the concert in the church and will let us know 

their decision soon. 

 

Ideas for 

future events 

More film nights; Mamma Mia singalong (2019); low-cost events on ‘named’ 

dates eg Burns night, St Patrick’s Day etc. Les will prepare Event Forms for 

the 2019 ideas. Joanne suggested having a disco on Carnival night. 

Teresa has suggested the Board come up with an events strategy looking at 

the Hall’s offering as a whole, budgets, volunteer availability (is there an 

ideal number of events to have per year? How many weekends would we 

want to leave available for private hires?) 

 

Publicity  - 

general 

Further to a query & suggestions from Don, poster/flyer distribution lists are 

already in use and are tailored to individual events - but needs people to 

offer to take them round. Teresa updated the master distribution list with 

Don’s suggestions. 

We have sometimes done a full village leaflet drop if there’s a specially 

printed event leaflet to give out (with other events on the reverse) or a 

batch of several different leaflets. 

Poster/flyer printing (which needs to budgeted for on the Event Form): 

Teresa has used a very reliable printer for recent work; Morris suggested 

checking prices via the Teesdale Mercury but Sandra advised that the TM 

outsource the printing anyway. 

Teresa will look at ensuring the full What’s On list (Scarth Hall events, not 

regular hires/classes which the tutors & organisers can do themselves) are 

sent to the Press. 

 

Next meetings: Friday 31 August 1.00 pm; Thursday 6 September 1.00 pm 

 


