
 

 

Scarth Hall, Staindrop 
A HALL FOR ALL 

TASK GROUP / VOLUNTEER MEETING FRIDAY 14 September 1.00 pm 

Present: Lesley, Ray, Sue, Julie, Sheila W, Shelagh S, Sandra, Mike, Stephen, Peter, 
Ian, Joanne, Allyson, Yvonne, Don, Ed, Wendi, Teresa 

 

Issues Discussion & decision Action 

HALL ADMINISTRATION 

Kitchen It was reported that the fridges were not clean and there had been some milk “off” and 
out of date food items found.  Actions:  

Create a sign with an extract from the User Handbook reminding that any food items 
left in the fridge will be thrown away unless in a labelled, dated, sealed container 
belonging to a member of the Scarth Hall Team. The sign will ask users/hirers who find 
the kitchen or any facilities not in a clean state to inform the caretaker. 

Trustees  to ensure that fridges & food are dealt with appropriately via caretaker & 
cleaner rotas, according to the Hall policies and procedures and hygiene regulations. 

It was reported that cups not getting clean in the dishwasher. Actions: 

Trustees  to ensure that crockery and cutlery are dealt with appropriately via caretaker 
& cleaner rotas, eg regular deep clean of the dishwasher; ask users to remove stains 
from cups before placing them in the dishwasher, annual deep clean of crockery. 

It was commented by Ian that the unit described as ‘waste disposal’ should be able to 
dispose of solid waste. Those present who were involved in the kitchen refurbishment 
said that the unit was not designed for solid waste. Action: Discuss at the next Board 
meeting.  

Consider running more Food Hygeine courses to increase awareness and improve 
standards.  
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COMMUNITY AND ENGAGEMENT 

Tea Dance People not previously involved with the Tea Dance have only been aware of it via the 
single-sheet volunteer rota and assumed that it was ‘self-sufficient’ and working OK in 
terms of volunteers. However there has been a shortage of volunteers and this was 
particularly the case over the summer months. The event leaders need to let 
volunteers know what the requirements are so that people can step in to help. The 
same can happen for the Open Mic Night if the event leaders identify a need for help. 

Tea Dance 
organisers 

Community 
Café  - 
REVIEW & 
UPCOMING 

The Café pilot is going well, people are returning week on week. Joanne is therefore 
willing to extend the Monday morning sessions into October and expressed her 
gratitude for all the help she has received so far with setting up, baking, serving etc.  

Volunteers were reminded that no-one is expected to donate baking ingredients or 
other items to the Café as there is a small fund available -  although so far the Café has 
covered its costs. People are buying to take away as well as eat in.  

It was suggested to let the local ambulance station know about the Café and offer 
drinks to the crew. Also invite the Press along to the Café when she feels appropriate. 

Joanne reminded that people can be met outside the Hall if that would help them feel 
more confident about coming to the Café for the first time. 

JH/see 
rotas 

 



 

 

Scarth Hall, Staindrop 
A HALL FOR ALL 

Last night of 
the Proms: 
REVIEW 

The event went really well and everyone who was there enjoyed it; it would be 
expected to have a larger attendance if the event is repeated next year.  Les was 
thanked for coming up with the idea, and he thanked all the volunteers who helped 
out. The food was popular and it was good to have had gluten-free options. There 
were a couple of negative comments from audience members about people 
chatting while the BBC broadcast was on.  

 

The Mysteries 
Royal Exchange 
Theatre play 18 
– 22 Sept 

Ed has been liaising with the producer Kate Reynolds who says that the 
performance will take place on the floor of the main hall rather than the stage. 
Shelagh and Ed to meeting the cast & crew when they arrive on Tuesday.  

The new rota for 18-22 September which also incorporates the cover for Trudie, is 
on the noticeboard and emailed round. Yvonne informed that the WI would need 
the cinema screen on the Wednesday evening so the theatre have been instructed 
to leave the screen clear. Sheila suggested that the RET minibus could be left in 
front of the garage and will enquire. 

See rota 

Beer and Music 
Festival 

28 & 29 Sept 

Wendi is typing up the rota for the Beer & Music Festival and will post on the 
noticeboard and online. 

Sheila W is arranging an order of Scarth Hall polo shirts for volunteers & staff 
[UPDATE: these won’t be ready in time for the Beer & Music Festival] and Carol and 
Sheila are making arrangements for Scarth Hall aprons. 

Don is contacting the bands to find out their requirements. 

Teresa will ensure name badges for everyone on the volunteer rota & anyone who 
needs a name badge 

Julie asked for an overview of how things worked at the Festival – people familiar 
with this event were able to explain. Volunteers will be able to taste the beers and 
ciders during the training sessions. 

Carol will train people on use of the card reader. Mike is doing the drinks menu, Sue 
& Wendi the food menu. 

WB/MR 

 

See rota 

The Vinyl 
Countdown  

10 Oct 

. This launches on Weds 10 October. Peter & Les will arrange the selection of 
records the first evening and people can bring their own after that. The idea is that 
people will chat about why they like a particular record … just a relaxing social and 
music evening with special wines and whiskies via the bar. Leaflets will be 
prepared and distributed soon. 

Poster 
LB/PB/TD 

Smoking 
Spitfires  

20 Oct 

Morris suggested via Don that the tickets could be £10 including food but it was 
decided to keep with what discussed at a previous meeting, ie £10 entry. Don 
forwarded a PDF of the poster [UPDATE: Don’s created a new poster with the 
Scarth Hall details; Teresa’s created Ticketsource and printed tickets and a 
Facebook event; Teresa asked to Don to contact the band and ensure that the 
Scarth Hall gig is included on their online listings] 

DS 

 



 

 

Scarth Hall, Staindrop 
A HALL FOR ALL 

 

Hot Club du 
Nord  

26 Oct 

Carol, Shelagh and other volunteers will sort out the catering for this event – could 
be similar to the previous Hot Club concert with cheese, cold meats, pate, French 
bread and soup… to be decided! 

 Soup: Carol suggested making a ‘community soup’ with donated home-grown 
vegetables from people in the village – would need to be on Monday 22 October 
or similar. 

CP/SS/ 

volunteers 

Halloween 
Family Fun 
Night  

27 Oct 

Joanne (event leader) to speak to Adele who led on the 2017 Halloween night at 
the Hall for info about what games & activities they did. 

JH/ 

volunteers 

Cheese and 
Wine evening 9 
Nov 

Teesdale Cheesemakers are unfortunately not available for the November Cheese 
& Wine evening so Northumberland Cheese Company will be the main cheese 
provider. Although there are other local makers there is considerable overlap in 
the product range. Majestic wines will be contacted regarding wine tasting 
sessions. 

CP/other 
volunteers 

Publicity  - 
general 

Wendi has offered to send Whats On listings to the TM and NE – Teresa will email 
Wendi the latest noticeboard listings when they are updated. 

Wendi & Teresa arranging for the TV screen images to be updated each week. 

WB/TD 

 

 

Next meeting: Friday 21 September 1.00 pm 

 

 

 


